
 

 

 

Zero-impact stage: the SUSTAINEVENTS model becomes 

reality at the former stone quarry in Val d’Ossola  

Tones Teatro Natura hosts the international music festival Nextones from July 16 to 

19, and the site-specific production of Aida on July 24 and 25 
 

Italy, Baveno, July 7, 2026 – The spectacular former stone quarry in Oira di Crevoladossola, 

now transformed into the permanent cultural space Tones Teatro Natura, is preparing to 

celebrate 20 years of Tones on the Stones, a partner of the Interreg SUSTAINEVENTS 

Project. 

A unique season features the international experimental music festival Nextones (July 

16–19) and a monumental, site-specific production of Aida (July 24–25). These events 

are fully integrated into the vision of SUSTAINEVENTS, which aims to create a replicable 

event management model focused on environmental sustainability, inclusion, and 

governance. The goal is to strengthen the role of culture and sustainable tourism across the 

region encompassing Alto Piemonte, Varese and Canton Ticino. 

Nextones 2026: between experimentation and landscape immersion 

Now in its 13th edition, the international festival Nextones returns from July 16 to 19 to 

enliven the Val d’Ossola with contemporary experimental music in dialogue with 

performing and audiovisual arts. The evocative interplay between art and landscape within the 

former granite quarry—Tones Teatro Natura, now a permanent cultural space—lies at the 

very heart of the festival. For the 2026 edition, the event expands to include the Premia 

Thermal Baths, the Uriezzo Gorges, the village of Ghesc, and, for the first time, the Oratory of 

San Marco in Veglio. 

The rich program of site-specific experiences includes excursions and live performances at 

the Uriezzo Gorges, sound walks to explore the mountain landscape, installations, talks, and 

workshops designed to foster interaction between artists, the audience, and the environment. 

This blend of musical experimentation and immersion in nature distinguishes Nextones as a 

one-of-a-kind festival. Over the years, it has successfully cultivated an audience deeply 

attentive to environmental sustainability through art and care. 

The four-day event kicks off at the Premia Thermal Baths with an invitation to join the 

collective ritual of Hydromantique, an underwater listening session. Developed in 

https://www.tonesteatronatura.com/en/
https://www.tonesteatronatura.com/en/
https://www.interreg-italiasvizzera.eu/wps/portal/site/interreg-italia-svizzera/DettaglioRedazionale/progetti/progetti-finanziati/sustainevents
https://www.tonesteatronatura.com/en/nextones/
https://www.tonesteatronatura.com/en/programme/aida/
https://www.tonesteatronatura.com/en/nextones/


 

 

 

collaboration with Palm Wine, the soundscape consists of a 30-minute sequence of audio 

materials organized into an open narrative structure, blending underwater stories, spoken 

word, and fragments from diverse musical repertoires. Later that evening, harpist and 

composer Miriam Adefris will perform. Merging analog harp with electronic processing, her 

sets are born from the intersection of improvisation and structure, creating immersive 

environments where delicate textures and tonal depths open up new ways of listening. 

On July 17, at Tones Teatro Natura, a performance blending sound, movement, and digital 

systems will come alive through the collaboration between AiEP (Ariella Vidach)—a 

SUSTAINEVENTS partner and pioneer in the relationship between the body, dance, and 

interactive technologies—and Alessandro Adriani, a relentless explorer of electronic 

cultures. It promises a dialogue between physicality and soundscapes that bridges club culture 

and contemporary experimentation.  

On the same day, multidisciplinary artist and composer Daniel Blumberg will navigate songs 

with a deeply personal language, balancing improvisation, minimalism, and form. His 

performances combine emotional intensity and sonic research, creating spaces where 

songwriting and real-time improvisation merge.  

Meanwhile, the encounter between the intense, poetic voice of Abdullah Miniawy and the 

electronic experimentation of Simo Cell will generate a performance crossing tradition and 

modernity—a powerful dialogue between word and sound capable of transforming into an 

immersive and deeply evocative experience.  

Concluding the day will be DJ Hell, a key figure in European electronic music who has 

bridged the boundaries between club culture, art, and pop imagery for decades. His sets 

reflect an auteur vision that combines sonic research, a provocative attitude, and aesthetic 

sensibility. 

On Saturday, July 18, one of the festival’s most anticipated headliners, Hamburg-based DJ 

and producer Helena Hauff, will take the stage. Known for her stripped-back techno, she 

draws influences from acid house, EBM, and industrial music, utilizing strictly analog 

equipment. 

"Tones Teatro Natura was born from a profound environmental redevelopment: transforming 

a disused quarry into a cultural space means having sustainability embedded in our DNA," 

declares Maddalena Calderoni, Artistic Director of Tones on the Stones. "Thanks to the 

synergy with the cross-border SUSTAINEVENTS project, we are taking a fundamental step 

forward: applying a rigorous, green, inclusive, and replicable management model that breathes 

life into a dialogue between art and landscape." 



 

 

 

Since 2019, Nextones has been a co-production of Fondazione Tones On The Stones and 

Threes Productions, two organizations long active in cultural production who share a strong 

ecological sensibility. 

Myth becomes vision: Aida in four dimensions 

To celebrate twenty years of Tones on the Stones, Giuseppe Verdi’s most famous opera, 

Aida, will be staged on July 24 and 25 at 9:15 PM in an immersive, four-dimensional, site-

specific production: a total experience uniting music, art, technology, and landscape.  

Set in ancient Egypt amidst colossal temples, endless deserts, and sacred omens, the destiny 

of Aida unfolds: an Ethiopian princess turned slave, torn between her love for the Egyptian 

hero Radamès and loyalty to her homeland. In a world dominated by war, power, and ancestral 

rituals, passion becomes sacrifice, and emotion clashes with fate. The character of Aida will 

be portrayed by soprano Vittoria Yeo, an acclaimed interpreter of the Verdi and Puccini 

repertoire, who achieved international renown with her 2015 debut at the Salzburg Festival 

as Elvira in Ernani under the direction of Riccardo Muti.  

The event is a production of Tones on the Stones and Lirica Tamagno, with creative direction 

by Maddalena Calderoni. 

This monumental production, acting as a stage where myth becomes vision and tragedy 

transforms into a collective ritual of sound and imagery, is one of the four pilot events 

selected under the SUSTAINEVENTS Project, where sustainability becomes a method. 

Thanks to the scientific guidance of partner ISTUD, the event turns into an innovation 

laboratory where local stakeholders are involved to co-design a virtuous model—one capable 

of integrating culture, social impact, and innovation into a legacy that looks to the future. 

SUSTAINEVENTS is a project funded under the Interreg VI-A Italy–Switzerland 2021–2027 Cross-Border Cooperation 

Programme. The project aims to build a replicable model for designing and implementing events with a focus on environmental 

sustainability (building on previous projects for the certification of cultural/sports events), inclusion and governance, in order 

to activate innovative processes and enhance the competitive socio-economic fabric of the project's cross-border area. CCIAA 

Monte Rosa Laghi Alto Piemonte is the lead partner for the Italian side. The Swiss lead partner is IAS Register AG. The project 

partners include: Istud srl, CCIAA Varese, Distretto Turistico dei Laghi, ATL Terre dell’Alto Piemonte, Fondazione Tones on 

the Stones and Aiep - Avventure in Elicottero Prodotti.  
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For more information: www.illagomaggiore.com  
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