
 

 

 

The Most Beautiful Villages in Italy from Alto Piemonte to 

Varese: promoting sustainability with SUSTAINEVENTS 

The historic gems of Orta San Giulio, Vogogna, Ricetto di Candelo, Piazzo di Biella, 

Rosazza, Rassa, and Maccagno Imperiale welcome slow-mobility tourism 

Baveno, June 18, 2026 – The historic villages of Alto Piemonte and the Varese area are 

taking center stage in a journey toward sustainability.  

Within the region promoted by the SUSTAINEVENTS Project - which includes the provinces 

of Biella, Novara, Verbano-Cusio-Ossola, Vercelli, Varese, and the Ticino, there are seven 

towns that are part of the circuit of the I Borghi più Belli d’Italia (The Most Beautiful Villages in 

Italy): Orta San Giulio, Vogogna, Ricetto di Candelo, Piazzo di Biella, Rosazza, Rassa, 

and Maccagno Imperiale. These historic centers represent the ideal setting for developing a 

form of tourism that blends history, culture, and environmental sustainability by promoting slow 

mobility. 

In this framework, these historic villages are transforming into authentic laboratories of 

innovation. Here, biodiversity protection, slow mobility, and a high-quality tourist 

experience integrate harmoniously with the daily lives of local communities. 

From Alto Piemonte to Lake Maggiore: villages of conscious tourism 

In the heart of Alto Piemonte, the journey to discover low-impact tourism finds its crown jewel 
in Orta San Giulio (Novara). Nestled on the western side of the peninsula dominated by the 
Sacro Monte di Orta - a UNESCO World Heritage Site located within a protected natural area 
- this village has been historically preserved from cars and appears to float in the middle of 
Lake Orta. Its network of charming, narrow, winding streets, Baroque palaces, and ancient 
residences sloping down toward the water offer a breathtaking panoramic view. From here, 
visitors can walk the scenic loop of the Sacro Monte and then reach the stunning, mystical 
island of Isola di San Giulio via public ferry. 

Moving toward the Ossola Valley, the medieval charm of Vogogna establishes itself as the 
"green gateway" and headquarters of the Val Grande National Park, the wildest wilderness 
area in Italy, located just a stone's throw from the gentle lake regions of Maggiore and Orta. 
Starting from the village and skirting the castle, a trail develops along the ancient mule track 
that climbs up to the mountain hamlet of Genestredo. This route winds through stone 
architecture and terraces, leading to the remains of the ancient Rocca. 

https://www.visitpiemonte.com/luoghi/orta-san-giulio-borgo-deccellenza
https://borghipiubelliditalia.it/borgo/vogogna/#1480496820077-2b27c1ff-e93b


 

 

 

Ricetto di Candelo, often described as the "medieval Pompeii of the Biella region," fits 
perfectly into the model of circular economy and heritage preservation. It is a late-medieval 
fortified structure built by the people of Candelo between the late 13th and early 14th centuries. 
It was used as a storehouse for agricultural products in times of peace and as a refuge during 
times of war or danger. Ricetto is the most intact village in Piedmont and stands as a symbol 
of local memory, offering a unique example of architectural preservation. Its pentagonal layout 
features a perimeter of about 470 meters, covering an area of 13,000 square meters (110 
meters wide by 120 meters long). 

Today, Ricetto drives a tourism offering that includes numerous outdoor activities: from 
walking and trekking to cycle tourism, horseback riding, and sport fishing along the Cervo 
torrent. In this context, the Baraggia Natural Reserve - a truly unique landscape nicknamed 
"the Biella savannah" - offers spectacular bursts of color in every season, from the yellow of 
the broom flowers in spring to the pink of the heather in late summer, and the warm autumn 
shades of the ferns. From a geological and landscape perspective, the "Baraggione" area 
provides a striking panoramic terrace overlooking the Cervo torrent, featuring numerous 
paths shaded by centuries-old oaks that are easily accessible on foot. 

Serving as a bridge to the city is the historic district of Piazzo di Biella, a recent addition to 
I Borghi più Belli d’Italia and the third in the province after Candelo and Rosazza. Founded 
in 1160, it retains an authentic historic appearance, having undergone no significant 
alterations since the end of the 19th century. Accessible by climbing the steep, narrow streets 
known as "coste," Piazzo offers panoramic views over the Biella mountains and the city. 
The cobbled alleys wind through the village among low porticoes, historic palaces, and ancient 
noble residences. 

Rosazza is also among the Most Beautiful Villages in Italy. Its name originates from "RUA" 
(irrigation ditch), or more specifically from "RUSASCIA," the torrent that flows at the foot of the 
village alongside the Cervo river. The town sits at the confluence of these two waterways - a 
true anthem to two constantly paired elements: water and stone. The medieval-style 
architecture features Guelph battlements and mock ruins, all enriched by numerous symbols 
tied to freemasonry, esotericism, and the occult. 

Rassa, a small Walser village in the province of Vercelli, is located in the Sorba Valley and is 
historically divided into hamlets (cantoni). Among these, the hamlet of Pavaraj features a 
beautiful bridge crossing the Sorba river. The hamlet of Sant’Antoniu stands precisely where 
the long Sorba and Gronda valleys meet, historically serving as the starting point for exploring 
the surrounding territory. 

Finally, the network extends to the eastern shore of Lake Maggiore with Maccagno Imperiale, 
one of the oldest villages in the province of Varese. This fascinating 13th-century village is 
divided into two cores by the Giona river: Maccagno Inferiore to the south, gathered around a 

https://borghipiubelliditalia.it/borgo/ricetto-di-candelo/
https://borghipiubelliditalia.it/borgo/borgo-il-piazzo/#1776682670035-991fa3c1-0fb9
https://borghipiubelliditalia.it/borgo/rosazza/?_gl=1*1m1g8jr*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTM3MTY5MTAyMi4xNzgxNjA0MDE5*_ga_X1Q533TGC8*czE3ODE2MDMyMTckbzEkZzEkdDE3ODE2MDQ2NjYkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://borghipiubelliditalia.it/borgo/rassa/?_gl=1*x1vhwr*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTE0OTg0MzE0MC4xNzgxNjAzMjE3*_ga_X1Q533TGC8*czE3ODE2MDMyMTckbzEkZzEkdDE3ODE2MDM5ODUkajU1JGwwJGgw#1734176552302-9b1eeeb8-69f5
https://borghipiubelliditalia.it/borgo/maccagno-imperiale/#1700484640455-440e410f-42c0


 

 

 

peaceful gulf, and Maccagno Superiore to the north, at the entrance of the green Veddasca 
Valley. In the Lower Village (Borgo Inferiore), visitors can still admire the Contrada Maggiore, 
with its closely packed houses, narrow alleys, the Imperial Tower, and the Sanctuary of the 
Madonna della Punta, which directly overlooks the lake. Highly admired for its architectural 
and landscape heritage, this village brings together history, nature, and beauty, making it the 
perfect place to experience sports and relaxation. 

SUSTAINEVENTS is a project funded under the Interreg VI-A Italy–Switzerland 2021–2027 Cross-Border Cooperation 

Programme. The project aims to build a replicable model for designing and implementing events with a focus on environmental 

sustainability (building on previous projects for the certification of cultural/sports events), inclusion and governance, in order 

to activate innovative processes and enhance the competitive socio-economic fabric of the project's cross-border area. CCIAA 

Monte Rosa Laghi Alto Piemonte is the lead partner for the Italian side. The Swiss lead partner is IAS Register AG. The project 

partners include: Istud srl, CCIAA Varese, Distretto Turistico dei Laghi, ATL Terre dell’Alto Piemonte, Fondazione Tones on 

the Stones and Aiep - Avventure in Elicottero Prodotti. 
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Camera di Commercio Monte Rosa Laghi Alto Piemonte, Baveno  

0323.912833 info@illagomaggiore.com @illagomaggiore @lm_valli_fiori  

For more information: www.illagomaggiore.com 
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