
 

 

 

 

Slow tourism: major walking trails across Alto Piemonte and 

Canton Ticino united by SUSTAINEVENTS  

 

A season of conscious travel begins: from the panoramic itineraries of the Biellese 

area and Lake Maggiore to the "Anello Azzurro" (Blue Ring) of Lake Orta and 

excursions into the wild landscapes of Val Grande. 

Baveno, 4 June 2026 - Slow-paced walking trails are an open invitation to explore the Alto 

Piemonte region (Northern Italy): from the Biellese area, passing through Lake Maggiore and 

the Verbano Cusio Ossola province with the Val Grande National Park, all the way to Ascona 

in Canton Ticino (Switzerland). This scenery sets the stage for the Interreg SUSTAINEVENTS 

project, a single destination where landscape and sustainable mobility blend into an 

experience to be enjoyed with deep respect for both places and people. 

Major trails in the Biellese: From Oasi Zegna to the Oropa Way 

In the Biellese area, within the Oasi Zegna nature reserve, the "Cammino di Ermenegildo" 

(Ermenegildo Trail) retraces the steps of the founder of the famous wool mill. From the early 

20th century, he pioneered the environmental and social development of the mountains 

surrounding Trivero Valdilana. Designed for intermediate hikers, the route spans 50 km 

across three stages, winding through a 100 sq km protected area of woodlands, high-altitude 

pastures, and panoramic views over the Po Valley and the Alpine arc. In June, the conca dei 

rododendri (rhododendron valley) is a must-see in full bloom. 

The Biellese region offers tourists exclusive itineraries through rolling hills, ancient churches, 

historic villages, and Alpine vistas. These are supported by services that make the experience 

not only inspiring but also safe and accessible for all cyclists. The "Cammino di Oropa" 

(Oropa Way) connects Santhià to the Sanctuary of Oropa, one of the main pilgrimage sites in 

the Alps. Over the years, it has built a hospitality and service network that allows travellers to 

cross the region with regular stops, making it easy to complete the trail in several stages. 

A gentle pace across the lakes: itineraries and nature between Maggiore and Orta 

Along the shores of Lake Maggiore - which connects Lombardy, Piedmont, and Switzerland - 

the "Cammino del Lago Maggiore" (Lake Maggiore Trail) offers a unique route with 

breathtaking views. This 230 km circular trail is the result of two years of mapping alongside 

local residents. It is divided into 11 stages with a total elevation gain of 8,900 metres. 

https://www.oasizegna.com/en/
https://www.oasizegna.com/en/
https://www.oasizegna.com/en/
https://www.camminolagomaggiore.it/


 

 

 

The Cannobio-Ascona itinerary follows the lakefront before climbing an ancient stone path 

from Cannobio up to Sant’Agata, continuing through the woods. Rejoining the shore at San 

Bartolomeo, it finally reaches Ascona (Switzerland) by crossing the vast plain at the mouth of 

the Maggia river. The Meina-Stresa section crosses the lakeside town of Meina to Lesa, 

where the famous writer Alessandro Manzoni stayed between 1848 and 1850. From here, it 

continues along a scenic dirt track halfway up the hillside towards Belgirate, where a climb 

leads to the Old Church of Santa Maria and its panoramic viewpoint. Finally, following the 

"Sentiero dei Castagni" (Chestnut Trail), hikers reach Stresa, overlooking the renowned 

Borromean Islands. 

Overlooking Lake Maggiore in Stresa, children and families can discover the animal kingdom 

and ecosystem conservation through a series of events within the Parco Pallavicino nature 

oasis. Il club dei piccoli naturalisti (The young naturalists' club) offers a rich programme 

running from July to November. 

Combining nature, history, and art, the "Anello azzurro del Lago d’Orta" (Blue Ring) of Lake 

Orta is the heart of local outdoor activities. This 40 km circular route has an elevation gain of 

780m, making it perfect for trekking and ideal for cycling. Starting from Omegna, the path 

encompasses the entire lake, offering enchanting views of the Island of San Giulio. It winds 

through timeless villages and hillside paths, such as those of Crabbia and Pratolungo. Further 

along, walkers reach the famous murals of the "Via del Cinema" (Cinema Street) in Legro and 

the historic Buccione Tower to the south. From here, the route goes up the western shore, 

crossing the Via dei Canneti in Lagna and passing the San Filiberto complex with its 

Romanesque church in Pella, before returning to Omegna via the charming hamlets of Ronco, 

Oira, and Brolo. 

Trekking and hiking in Val Grande, Italy's largest wilderness area 

In Italy’s "last patch of wilderness"—the Val Grande National Park (Parco Nazionale Val 

Grande), located just 100 km from Milan and 150 km from Turin, between Lake Maggiore 

and the Ossola Valley - the "Valgrande Off" event begins on 5 June to mark World 

Environment Day. Running until 7 June, this circular trek explores lesser-known, virtually 

untrodden paths, with overnight stays in traditional mountain huts (baite), offering a three-day 

experience of adventure and contemplation. Visitors can also enjoy other escursions, 

alongside local food festivals, cultural events, and initiatives. 

 

Between the Verbano Cusio Ossola province and the Val Grande National Park, the 

Comuniterràe Association – Ecomuseum of the Middle Lands (Ecomuseo delle Terre di 

Mezzo) is launching the new “Terre di Mezzo Tour”. This multi-stage hiking route will guide 

https://www.camminolagomaggiore.it/tappa-orario/cannobio-ascona/
https://www.camminolagomaggiore.it/tappa-orario/meina-stresa/
https://terreborromeo.it/en/parco-pallavicino/events?_gl=1*1oo0wb2*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTc4MDg0NjA3My4xNzgwMDUyNDYz*_ga_TVGF5ZBFYS*czE3ODAwNTI0NjAkbzEkZzAkdDE3ODAwNTI0NjAkajYwJGwwJGgw*_ga_FN9SQX5GS8*czE3ODAwNTI0NjAkbzEkZzAkdDE3ODAwNTI0NjAkajYwJGwwJGgw*_ga_DSETE5QKEY*czE3ODAwNTI0NjAkbzEkZzAkdDE3ODAwNTI0NjAkajYwJGwwJGgw*_ga_FDPY4KRWSS*czE3ODAwNTI0NjAkbzEkZzAkdDE3ODAwNTI0NjAkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.grandigiardini.it/lang_EN/5278-event--The-Little-Naturalists-Club
https://www.illagomaggiore.com/
https://www.parcovalgrande.it/Eindex.php
https://www.parcovalgrande.it/Eindex.php
https://static.parcovalgrande.it/pdf/opuscolo-eventi2026.pdf
https://static.parcovalgrande.it/pdf/opuscolo-eventi2026.pdf
https://static.parcovalgrande.it/pdf/opuscolo-eventi2026.pdf
https://www.comuniterrae.it/


 

 

 

participants through the ecomuseum territory. The project aims to promote the region through 

slow tourism, a culture of hospitality, and the direct involvement of local communities. The 

trail, covering a total of approximately 100 km, will connect Aurano to Trontano, passing 

through valleys, small villages, and the historic hamlets of the "Terre di Mezzo". 

 

Excursions are scheduled for 30 August between Beura Cardezza and Vogogna; 5 

September from Cuzzago di Premosello to Bracchio di Mergozzo; 6 September between 

Bracchio and San Bernardino Verbano; 13 September from Cossogno to Cicogna; 20 

September from Cossogno to Miazzina and 27 September from Caprezzo to Intragna. The 

project will close on 3 October with a final conference dedicated to the value of walking trails, 

followed on 4 October by the final stage between Trontano and Parpinasca. 

 

This natural and historical heritage is meant to be encountered slowly, on foot, turning a simple 

hike into a "journey of discovery", accompanied by the Park’s Exclusive and Official Guides. 

 

The area is establishing itself as a true centre of excellence for sustainable tourism, offering 

an experience that blends authentic traditions with modern trends across sport, well-being, 

and regional development. SUSTAINEVENTS is a project funded by the Interreg VI-A Italy–

Switzerland 2021–2027 Programme and led by the Camera di Commercio Monte Rosa Laghi 

Alto Piemonte (Monte Rosa Laghi Alto Piemonte Chamber of Commerce), with the aim of 

promoting a tourism model based on environmental, social, and economic sustainability in line 

with ESG criteria. 

 

SUSTAINEVENTS is a project funded under the Interreg VI-A Italy–Switzerland 2021–2027 Cross-Border Cooperation 
Programme. The project aims to build a replicable model for designing and implementing events with a focus on environmental 
sustainability (building on previous projects for the certification of cultural/sports events), inclusion and governance, in order 
to activate innovative processes and enhance the competitive socio-economic fabric of the project's cross-border area. CCIAA 
Monte Rosa Laghi Alto Piemonte is the lead partner for the Italian side. The Swiss lead partner is IAS Register AG. The project 
partners include: Istud srl, CCIAA Varese, Distretto Turistico dei Laghi, ATL Terre dell’Alto Piemonte, Fondazione Tones on 
the Stones and Aiep - Avventure in Elicottero Prodotti. 

 

Press Office Mailander for SUSTAINEVENTS 

Francesco Borello | f.borello@mailander.it | +39 327 663 2248  

Veronica Sisinni | v.sisinni@mailander.it | +39 347 0681604 

Anna Tomba | a.tomba@mailander.it | +39 346 0850749 

 

Contacts  

Camera di Commercio Monte Rosa Laghi Alto Piemonte, Baveno  

0323.912833 info@illagomaggiore.com @illagomaggiore @lm_valli_fiori  

For more information: www.illagomaggiore.com 
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